
The Capture of the Dutch Fleet at Den 
Helder Aka the Battle of Texel 

The winters of 1795 must have proved to be very harsh for the Dutch as they encountered a very 

unusual event at that time. This was the time of French revolution, when the French troop named the 

Hussars was well-known for their bravery and courage. The event is now remembered as ‘The capture of 

the Dutch Fleet at Den Helder’ or ‘The Battle of Texel’. 

Every era of human history has experienced deadly battles that have been fought for one reason or 

another. Battles introduce a lot of things such as leaders, their tactics, weapons, the way of fighting, and 

the purpose. Some battles have been popular not because of their results but because of their impacts 

on the people and the public opinion. The Capture of the Dutch Fleet at Den Helder was one such 

incident that occurred in 1795. This event was a part of the confrontations between the European army 

and the French after the French Revolution. 

Background: 
The decade of 1790s is marked by a string of such conflicts and wars but the Battle of Texel is the most 

well-known one and is still remembered. In this battle, the French Hussar regiment took off to capture a 

Dutch fleet that was stuck in ice. The Dutch fleet was a navy fleet and the French cavalry captured some 

merchant ships and 14 Dutch vessels, and claimed around 850 cannon guns too. The Dutch history 

records this event as a dark and unfortunate one as their navy fleet was captured by a cavalry troop.  

The Capture of the Dutch fleet: 
The Hussars were a cavalry troop belonging to medieval Hungary and they included people from 

different European countries. The troop was known for its tactics, bravery, and cunningness and this 

incident was one of a kind. The incident happened when a Dutch fleet tried to take shelter from the 

storm in the North Sea. The fleet reached the Port of Den Helder which is located near Texel, a small 

island. At that time Texel was not a famous name and no one knew about it, but now it is a famous 

name and people recall this event by this name. 

During this time, the Dutch and French were already in conflict with each other. The world including the 

Dutch was concerned about the French revolution and how it would affect the world. It was the night of 

23rd of January Dutch fleet was trapped in ice and this news spread like fire in a jungle. The news of the 

Dutch fleet being trapped in the sea reached Jean Charles Pichergu, who was a French general. Pichergu 

passed this information to Admiral Johan Willem de Winter who was a Dutch but was serving the French 

army. De Winter ordered his troops to reach Texel at night. The French troop set off on horses with their 

feet wrapped with clothes to minimize the noise. 



At that time, all the 14 ships of the fleet were gathered at one place, and the navy men were all ready to 

fight too. The French troop consisted of 2000 men and it was on the way and they had made all 

measures to avoid waking up the Dutch sailors. The surprising thing was that, the ice didn’t break and 

the French troop was able to board the Dutch ships through the ladders. Historians state that the water 

was very shallow and the ice was hard enough to hold the weight of the troop. The French army men 

arranged themselves in such a way that their weight distributed evenly on the ice and it didn’t break. 

The French army men then slowly approached the ships and found the Dutch sailors sleeping.  

The French cavalry then captured all the Dutch ships, Dutch admiral, the crew, the vessels, and the 

weapon and there were no casualties reported. 

Conflicts over historicity: 
There are some conflicts and disputes regarding the narration of this event as it is said that the 

capturing incident was narrated by French sources. According to the Dutch historians, there are some 

changes in the event. Johannes Cornelis de Jonge is a Dutch historian and according to him the Dutch 

fleet was well equipped and the Dutch sailors could have ordered to attack the French troop. However, 

the Dutch fleet received orders on the 21st of January to not resist the attack by the French troop. The 

Dutch historian stated that the French Hussars just crossed the ice and they met the fully awake Dutch 

sailors and they had a negotiation over handing the ships to them.  

The Dutch commanding officer was on board and he waited for the arrival of De Winter, who upon 

arrival administered an oath. De Jonge argued that the captains of the Dutch fleet didn’t order any fire 

because they didn’t want any casualties. However, the French historians state that out of 14, only 11 of 

the ships were manned and the rest four were undergoing repair. In this case, it would be a harsh battle 

and there would have been casualties at both ends. Lahure, the French captain made it clear that they 

don’t want blood –shed and that the Dutch army has to agree to an oath. According to this oath, the 

Dutch’s navy had to obey the French, not to sail their ships without the permission of the French, and to 

maintain discipline. 

Whatever the reason was, the Dutch fleet was captured and the French conquest of Netherlands was 

completed. It must be noted that by the night of this event, the French army had already conquered 

almost all of the Holland’s territory and even if this event didn’t happen, France was already the 

conqueror. The French troop was able to capture 14 Dutch warships, some merchant ships, and 850 

weapons. The French troop was received by frigates, corvettes, and ships of the line and they were later 

rewarded for their act of bravery.  

Verdict: 
The winter of January proved to be quite harsh for the Dutch as the event was recorded as one of the 

most unique ones in the history. This is because a troop easily captured the Dutch navy ships which 

were fully equipped and manned. The battle of Texel thus involved lots of war tactics and planning, and 



the good thing was that there no blood-shed and casualties. Overall it was a big incident and it brought 

pride to the French.  


